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Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 

• Mission: 

• Reduce disparities between Europe's regions 
strengthening economic, social and terrritorial 
cohesion 

• Contribute to the Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth 

• Need to increase the performance and impact 
of the funds: 

• Thematic concentration of funds: 11 thematic objectives 
linked to the Europe 2020 Strategy 

• Ex-ante conditionalities and performance review 

 



Regional 
Policy 

Billion 
EUR 

Less developed regions 164.3 

Transition regions 31.7 

More developed regions 49.5 

Cohesion Fund 66.4 

European territorial cooperation 8.9 

Of which 

Cross border cooperation 6.6 

Transnational cooperation 1.8 

Interregional cooperation 0.5 

Outermost regions and  
northern sparsely populated 
regions 

1.4 

Youth Employment initiative 3.0 

TOTAL 325.1 

1. Neue EU Regionalpolitik 2014-2020 
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Cohesion 
Policy 

Thematic objectives 

1. Research and innovation* 

2. Information and Communication Technologies 

3. Competitiveness of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises*  

 

4. Shift to a low-carbon economy* 

5. Climate change adaptation and risk management & prevention 

6. Environmental protection and resource efficiency* 

7. Sustainable transport  

 

8. Employment and support for labour mobility 

9. Social inclusion and poverty reduction 

10. Education, skills and lifelong learning 

11. Increased institutional capacity and effectiveness of public 
administration 



Regional 
Policy 

Less developed regions More developed regions 

60% 20%

6%

44%

ERDF thematic concentration 

Research and Innovation 

Low-carbon economy (energy efficiency and renewable energy) 

SMEs competitiveness ICT 

60% 

Transition regions 

15% 

20% 45 % 

38% 

12% 



Steps: 

1. Analysis of regional potential for innovation-driven 

differentiation 

2. RIS 3 design and governance – ensuring 

participation & ownership 

3. Elaboration of an overall vision for the future of the 

region 

4. Selection of priorities for RIS3 + definition of 

objectives 

5. Definition of coherent policy mix, roadmaps and 

action plan 

6. Integration of monitoring and evaluation 

mechanisms 

 

- Integrated agenda for place-based economic 
transformation, strengthening RTD innovation and its use 

- Continuous, participatory process 
 

(6) Monitoring 

(5) Policy mix 

(4) Priorities 

(3) Vision 

(2) Process 

(1) Analysis 

RIS 3 Strategy 

Research and Innovation Strategies for Smart 

Specialisation  (RIS3): An ex-ante conditionality 

 



What role for clusters 

in RIS3? (1) 

• Clusters are potential components of a national/regional 

ecosystem while S3 are wider policies extending well 

beyond R&D and networking aiming at transforming this 

eco-system  

• S3 is particular concerned about spillovers between 

different knowledge domains, cross-clustering and 

emerging clusters 

• Europe needs clusters of worldwide excellence rather 

than subcritical, inward looking initiatives. Internationally 

competitive S3 domains are unlikely to correspond to 

regional boundaries 

• In particular the co-investments in a wide range of 

demonstrators and pilot lines throughout Europe are 

critical for upscaling the innovation potential. 



• Help to identify new domains for application of knowledge 

crossing traditional industry boundaries and roadmaps for 

prioritisation, act as catalyst for cross-sectoral collaborative 

projects 

• Mobilise actors for entrepreneurial discovery, co-design 

and deliver policy mix (e.g. also through 'global grants') 

• Act as cross-border bridge-builders (regional integration 

and international strategy)  

• Create a favourable open space to promote value chain 

innovation via a systemic approach 

 

      

 

What role for clusters 

in RIS3? (2) 



•More spending ouside the OP territories possible:Article 70(2) 

CPR: 15% of ERDF, CF and EMFF may be spent outside OP territory (5% EAFRD) 

+ Art 97(3) CPR: OP has to describe arrangements for inter-reg. & trans-nat. 
actions with beneficiaries located in at least 1 other MS 

= opportunity for co-investment in transnational 
infrastructures and actions (e.g. joint cluster initiatives, shared 
reserach infrastructures …) 

•Alignment of similar cost options possible for easier combining of 

funds: lump sums, flat rates (up to 25% of direct costs – delegated act will 
follow), unit costs under ESIF may use the H2020 rules applicable for similar 
types of operations and beneficiaries (see: Art 65(11), 67(5)b, 68(1)c CPR & 
H2020 rules for participation) 

 = opportunity for less red-tape and accounting problems for 
successive projects from ESIF or Horizon2020 or projects taht 
combine the funding  
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New Regulations enable 

more synergies 



BELGIQUE 
• Région de Bruxelles-Capitale 
• Vlaanderen 
• Wallonia 
ČESKÁ REPUBLIKA 
• Jihomoravský kraj 
• Hlavní město Praha 
CROATIA 
CYPRUS 
CZECH REPUBLIC  
• Moravskoslezský kraj 
DENMARK 
• Region Midtjylland (Central Denmark) 
• Nordjylland 
DEUTSCHLAND 
• Berlin Brandenburg 
• Freistaat Sachsen 
• Weser-Ems 
• Sachsen-Anhalt 
ELLADA 
• Attiki 
• Eastern Macedonia and Thrace 
• Western Greece 
• Crete • Epirus 
• Central Macedonia 
ESPAÑA 
• Andalucía • Aragón 
• Canarias • Cantabria 
• Castilla y León 
• Castilla-La Mancha 
• Catalunya 
• Comunidad Valenciana 
• Galicia • La Rioja 
• Madrid • Navarra 
• País Vasco 
• Principado de Asturias 
• Región de Murcia 
• Illes Baleares 
FINLAND 
• Kainuu 
• Päijät-Häme 
• Pohjanmaa (Ostrobothnia) 
• Satakunta 
• Oulu 
• Etelä-Pohjanmaa (South Ostrobothnia) 
• Lapland 
• Tampere region 
• Uusimaa (FI, the Helsinki region). 
• Varsinais-Suomi (Southwest Finland) 
• Lappeenranta – Imatra 
• Pohjois-Savo (Northern Savonia)  
 

FRANCE 
• Alsace • Aquitaine 
• Bretagne • Centre 
• Champagne-Ardenne • Pays de la Loire 
• Corse • Guadalupe 
• Guyane • Languedoc-Rousillon 
• La Réunion • Limousin 
• Martinique • Bourgogne 
• Nord-Pas-de-Calais • Picardie 
• Rhône-Alpes • Franche-Comté 
• PACA   • Lorraine  
ITALIA 
• Lombardia • Marche 
• Piemonte • Puglia 
• Sardinia • Sicilia 
• Emilia-Romagna • Toscana 
• Umbria • Veneto 
• Basilicata • Liguria 
• Abruzzo • Calabria 
• Autonome Provinz Bozen-Südtirol – Provincia Autonoma di 
Bolzano-Alto Adige  
• Campania  • Lazio  
• Molise  • Friuli – Venezia Giulia 
• Provincia autonoma di Trento 
IRELAND – ÉIRE 
LATVIA  
LITHUANIA 
MAGYARORSZÁG 
• North-Hungarian Region – Miskolc 
• Észak-Alföld 
• Dél-Alföld  
• Közép-Dunántúl (Central Transdanubia) 
• Közép-Magyarország (Central Hungary)  
• Dél-Dunántúl (South Transdanubia)  
• Nyugat Dunántúl (West Transdanubia)  
MALTA  
NEDERLAND 
• Noord Nederland 
ÖSTERREICH 
• Niederösterreich 
• Oberösterreich 
POLSKA 
• Dolny Śląsk (Lower Silesia) 
• Lubelskie 
• Lubuskie 
• Mazowieckie 
• Podkarpackie 
• Pomorskie 
• Świętokrzyskie 
• Wielkopolska 
• Województwo Podlaskie 
• Łódzkie 
• Warminsko-Mazurskie 
• Małopolskie 
• Kujawsko-Pomorskie  
PORTUGAL 
• Alentejo (Alto, Baixo, Central e Litoral) 
• Centro 
• Norte 
• Região Autónoma dos Açores 
• Lisboa e Vale do Tejo 
• Algarve 
• Região Autónoma da Madeira 
ROMÂNIA 
• Vest • Nord-Est 
• Nord-Vest (North-West)  
SLOVENIA 
SLOVENSKÁ REPUBLIKA 
• Bratislavský kraj 
SVERIGE 
• Skåne • Västerbotten 
• Västra Götaland  • Dalarna  
• Örebro  • Gävleborg  (SE) 
UNITED KINGDOM 
• Buckinghamshire 
• Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 
• Kent • England 
• Northamptonshire • Scotland 
• Northern Ireland • Wales 
• West Midland 
• Devon 
• Greater Manchester 
• Tees Valley and Durham 

 
Observers 
NORWAY  • Nordland 
SERBIA  • Vojvodina  
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http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/registration
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Conclusions 

• Funding for R&I is an investment priority under ERDF with 

RIS3 mandatory for investments in thematic objective 1 

• Stakeholders should  be part of RIS3 development process 

• Clusters can play particularly important role in RIS3 

development and deliver 

• Now – crunch time for the 2014-2020 programming 

• Useful information available online: 

     (http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu) 
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Thank you! 
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Innovation Union Scoreboard 2013 

Performance changes since 2010 (grey column = 2010) 

Impact of the MFF decisions … importance of ESIF  

+ 58% R&I 
funding from 

Structural 
Funds 

+ 38% R&I 
funding from 

Structural 
Funds 

+ 25% R&I 
funding from 

Structural 
Funds 



"Down-stream" 

Research & Development Innovation Market Capacity Building 

Horizon 

2020 
           ESIF 
 

National/Regional

R&I systems 

"Up-stream" 

"Research  

    Excellence" 

"Stairway to Excellence"  Hopefully also excellence, but 

"Innovation Excellence"   

€ 70.2 

billion 

€80-100 billion = thematic concentration 
 

Overall concept for complementarity: Emphasis of programmes 



Cohesion 
Policy 

Mapping of regions' and MS intentions in terms of smart 
specialisation fields has started: 

Eye@RIS3 


