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Introduction 

Regional Development Agency, founded 1975 

Goal: Stimulate Limburg economy 

• Business sites 

• Inward Business Development 

• Investment 

• Development & Innovation 
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Economic Drivers 
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■  Healthcare / Life Sciences 
 

■ Logistics 
 

■ Chemistry & Materials 
 

■ Hightech Systems 
 

■ Agro / Food 
 

■ Energy 

 

Hightech Systems 

Healthcare /  
Life Sciences 

Limburg 

Biobased 
Economy 
 Limburg 
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Key to success 
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Ambition 
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BBE Limburg 

Mission 
To accelerate and amplify the transition to biomass as the principal 

industrial raw material 

 

Vision 
Limburg is a nationally and internationally recognized hotspot for 

biobased R&D 
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Goals BBE Limburg 

 Open sharing of information 

 Monitoring and accelerating projects 

 Generate 

 new collaborations 

 new projects 

 new companies 

 new business 
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Biobased in Limburg 

pharma & 
cosmetica 

food & feed 

bioplastics & 
polymeren 

bulk chemicals & fuel 

energy & heat 
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Biobased in Limburg 
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Materials 

High Value 

Small 

Molecules 



Organisation 
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Core 



Organisation 
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Core 

stakeholders 



Organisation 
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Core 

stakeholders 

Others 



Greenport Venlo 

 One of 6 Greenports 

 2nd largest horticultural area 

 Largest crop diversity in Europe  

 The last 9 years awarded 6 times #1 logistical hotspot 
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Focus on biomass 
and high value content 
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 Knowledge development biobased materials 

MU 

 master biobased materials 

 Industrial Doctorate 

 Greenport Masters 

 Zuyd Hogeschool  

 Lectorate Biobased Materials 

 Neighbourhood of Tomorrow 
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Chemelot 

 One of the largest CHEMaterials communities in Europe (> 800 ha) 

 Industrial Park and Campus 

 # Companies on Chemelot > 100;   71 new companies since 2005 

 Many market leaders on their specific PMC 

 

17 

Industrial Park 
Sharing infrastructure and costs 

Campus 
Sharing knowledge  
and global networks 



Focus op biobased  

performance materials 

18 



I. Molecular and 
Applied Biotech 

II. Chemical 
Processing & 

Molecular 
Upgrading 

III. Material 
Engeneering & 

Soft Matter 
Technology 

IV. Upscaling 
and Applications 

Medical 

Automotive 

… 

AMI biobased materials 

WP1: Cellulosic fibers 

WP2: Starch 

WP3: Additives 

WP4: Rubber 

WP5: High value small molecules 



Chemelot InScite 

Biobased processing and upscaling 

 Pilot plants 

 Demo plants 

14-10-2013 20 



“Hot” Projects 

Maestro 

 Corn stover valorization 

 

BioMIMedics 

 Flax based biomedical materials 
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Making connections 
provincial scale 
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Making Connections 
national scale 
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biomass 
building 
blocks 

intermediates 
plastics & 

resins 
Materials Applications 

South West Netherlands 

South East Netherlands 



Making Connections 
international scale 
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Thank you for your 
attention 


