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Why are clusters important? 

 Europe needs more innovation champions that grow fast 

internationally. 

 Clusters are eco-systems that provide a fertile environment 

for innovation and excellence.

 Europe does not lack clusters but world-class clusters.

 As agglomerations of competences and firms, they are 

particular suited for targeted research & innovation support.
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A changing concept: A new “Triple Helix”
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New areas of specialisation emerge from existing expertise
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Mapping of Mega-Clusters in Denmark (by FORA)
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EU-Initiatives in support of clusters

www.europe-innova.eu/web/guest/cluster-cooperation/overview
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Overview of EU initiatives in support of clusters

Communication COM(2008)652 and annexed SEC(2008)2637 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/clusters



http://www.clusterobservatory.eu 

Example: Chemical clusters

Cluster mapping of the European Cluster Observatory

http://www.proinno-europe.eu/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&topicID=434&parentID=0


New challenges and cluster policy responses 

 To promote user-driven innovation through clusters 

 To address societal challenges through cluster partnerships

 To provide more and better information on what cluster and 

cluster organisations offer 

 To channel research and innovation support through cluster 

organisations

 To develop and test new cluster support methods and tools, 

especially for SMEs 

 To strengthen international cluster cooperation, especially 

in emerging industries

 To promote cluster excellence at all levels



Thank you for your attention!
Support for Innovation Unit, Innovation Policy Directorate

European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/support

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/clusters
Cluster links:

Commission Communication “Towards world-class clusters in the European Union” and explanatory Staff 

Working Document from 17.10.2008, at http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/clusters

EU cluster cooperation overview http://www.europe-innova.eu/web/guest/cluster-cooperation/overview

European Cluster Policy Group http://www.proinno-europe.eu/ECPG

European Cluster Alliance http://www.proinno-europe.eu/ECA

European Cluster Observatory http://www.clusterobservatory.eu

Cluster partnerships of the European Innovation Platform for Cluster http://www.europe-innova.org 

European Initiative for the Excellence of Cluster Organisations http://www.proinno-europe.eu (to follow)

European Territorial Cooperation (INTERREG) http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/index_en.htm

Regions of Knowledge (FP7 research-driven cluster) http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/capacities/regions-knowledge_en.html

Other innovation links

Commission Communication “Reviewing Community innovation policy in a changing world” of 02.09.2009 

and related Staff Working Documents at http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/documents

Public consultation on the Future EU Innovation Policy page (18 September – 16 November 2009) at 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/future-policy/

Commission Communication “Preparing for our future: Developing a common strategy for key enabling 

technologies in the EU” at http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/ict/competitiveness
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