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Dear members and friends of

the ECRN,

The ECRN Secretariat has under-
gone several changes in recent
months, and in the midst of work
on planning future objectives, po-
litical strategies, staffing and finan-
cial means of the ECRN, we de-
cided to combine the November/
December edition of the Inside
News.

The aforementioned topics were
the result of discussion in the Ex-
ecutive Board meeting on 7 Octo-
ber. A new approach concerning
these issues is foreseen under de-
velopment and preparation by a
strategic group starting soon.

As already announced, Michael
Hack left the Brussels office in mid
-November. The Executive Board
thanks him and Eva Hertel for their
important contribution to the ECRN
network. Michael Hack will stay in
Brussels in a Japanese Company
and Eva Hertel took over a position
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in our member region North Rhine
-Westphalia.

I have been chosen as the new
Director of the ECRN Secretariat,
and I will initiate the intended new
political strategies by setting up
kick-off meetings to engage the
ECRN network in the process.

I am a chemist by education, and
I have a background of working in
North Rhine-Westphalia in the Min-
istry for Environment for over 18
years and in the Ministry for Eco-
nomic Affairs for the past five
years, engaged in discussions on
topics such as REACH, Nanomate-
rials and innovation issues. I have
also gained inside experience on
European decision making as a
national expert during a three
year-stay in the EU Commission.
Furthermore, I have been engaged
as an expert in different Twinning
projects in Slovenia, Romania,
Bulgaria and Serbia. Due to these
experiences I know that the new
ECRN strategy can only be realized
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ECRN Affairs

through networking and engage-
ment with you, the colleagues
and experts in our member re-
gions.

At the moment, I am supported in
the office by Miia Itanen who has
been working here as a trainee
for the past months and finishes
soon with a Double Masters in
Business Administration (Belgium/
Finland). She has been a big help,
especially with her knowledge of
practical issues and French.

I thank you all very much for your
constructive contributions and
discussions in 2010, and I hope

that the future will bring the in-
tended success to ECRN!

We, from the Brussels office, wish
you and your families a merry
Christmas and all the best for the
year 2011!

I look forward to working with you
as we head towards the Interna-
tional Year of Chemistry - IYC
2011!

My Best Wishes,

Hanny Nover
Director of the ECRN Network
Secretariat

Recent Updates from
the European Chemicals Agency

The EU’s chemical policy reached
an important milestone with the
first registration deadline of
REACH on 30 November 2010.
Altogether 24,675 registration
dossiers were successfully sub-
mitted for 4,300 substances in-
cluding nearly 3,400 phase-in
substances.

This deadline was a part of a
three-phase process, with the
next two registration deadlines in
2013 and 2018. The 2013 dead-
line, on 31 May, is for substances
produced in amounts of more
than 100 tons.

Registration statistics and further
information is available on the
ECHA website. The final number
of registrations and substances,
including a breakdown of ‘phase-
in” and ‘non phase-in’ will made
available in the coming weeks.

Furthermore, ECHA is planning to
carry out inspections during 2011
to control REACH compliance
across the supply chain and to en-
hance awareness of registration
and notification requirements.

Finally, the notifications to the
Classification and Labeling Inve-
tory of substances placed on the
market on 1 December 2010 is due
on 3 January 2011. Submission of
notifications should be done via
the REACH-IT portal on the ECHA
website. ECHA encourages early
submissions.

Further information from ECHA:
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/20
1012/pr 10 23 registration deadl
ine 20101201 en.asp,
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/20
1010/pr 10 22 forum 20101015
en.asp and
http://echa.europa.eu/clp/inventor
y_notification en.asp

Page 2 b

ELROPEAN CHEMICAL
RECIINS NETWORK

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

Three recent updates from
ECHA that are of relevance

for the chemical regions:

1) the first REACH registra-
tion deadline passed on 30
November

2) further inspections for
REACH compliance along the
supply chain foreseen during
2011

3) Classification & Labeling
Inventory deadline coming up
on 3 January 2011.

RN


http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/201012/pr_10_23_registration_deadline_20101201_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/201012/pr_10_23_registration_deadline_20101201_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/201012/pr_10_23_registration_deadline_20101201_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/201010/pr_10_22_forum_20101015_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/201010/pr_10_22_forum_20101015_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/news/pr/201010/pr_10_22_forum_20101015_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/clp/inventory_notification_en.asp
http://echa.europa.eu/clp/inventory_notification_en.asp
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ChemClust Meeting held in Limburg
on 17 and 18 November

This year’s third ChemClust meet-
ing was held in Limburg on 17
and 18 November. While the pre-
vious ChemClust meetings in
Saxony-Anhalt (June 2010) and
Tees Valley (September 2010)
focused on the topics of
“Chemical Sites as Knowledge
Sites” and "“Skills Development,
this meeting was dedicated to the
theme of “"Open Innovation”. Top-
ics discussed included efforts car-
ried out in different regions as
well as further development of a
project benchmarking study.

The region of Limburg presented
its regional policy that aims to
support innovation by establishing
close cooperation between indus-
try, universities and administra-
tion. In essence, it involves a col-
laboration-based approach to
business development, cross-
sector cooperation of research
and industry clusters, as well as
enhanced transfer of knowledge
between research institutions and
industry and support for start-ups
and SMEs. Overall, the goal is to
support the development of a new
mindset and organizational cul-
ture to enhance innovation.

The main objective of ChemClust
is to collect good practices of in-
novation promotion and dissemi-
nate them among regions through
pilot actions. In order to identify
and share the good practices in
the regions, a benchmarking
study is being developed. In order

to compare the regions and to
identify areas for cooperation or
needs for action, the study is
structured in three parts: quanti-
tative description of the chemical
industry, analysis of cluster and
network integration, and descrip-
tion of future potential and needs
to be addressed.

While innovations were the key
theme of this meeting, earlier
meetings this year addressed the
synergies and strengths realized
through cooperation of chemical
sites and clusters and strategies
to develop chemical sites. Addi-
tionally, due to the demographic
changes and evolving context of
the chemical industry, new strate-
gies for skills development and
ways to improve the image of
chemical industry have been dis-
cussed. In this context, the impor-
tance of cross-sector cooperation
and collaboration with clusters,
other industries, universities and
research institutions is of increas-
ing importance.

The benchmarking initiative will
bring together the aforementioned
topics, and based on the bench-
marking study, pilot actions in the
fields of Open Innovation, Knowl-
edge Sites and Skills Foresight will
be developed to further enhance
knowledge transfer between
ChemClust partners.

More information:
www.chemclust.eu
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ChemCLust meeting was held
in Limburg on 17 and 18 No-
vember, focusing on the theme
of Open Innovation. In addi-
tion to sharing best practices
on encouraging innovation,
plans were made for conduct-
ing a benchmarking study on
chemical clusters.
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New Approaches to Innovation
Discussed at a Conference on Open
Chemical Innovation on 18 November

"Open Chemical Innovation: your
business in Top Gear” -conference
was jointly organized by Chem-
Clust and CHEMaterials Campus
projects on 18 November 2010.

Nearly 200 participants from
chemical companies, national or
regional governmental bodies,
development companies and edu-
cational institutions attended the
conference.

As the conference coincided with
the ChemClust meeting, several
ECRN member regions were pre-
sent at the conference. The mem-
bers of the ChemClust project
also disseminated the results
from discussions during the meet-
ing of 17 November during the
conference.

Open innovation is a new ap-
proach to business development
based on extensive collaboration
with third parties. Its is based on
increased focus on the surround-
ing business environment and
identification of opportunities to
accelerate business.

Essentially, open innovation is
about reaching more effective
outcomes and reducing risk and
time to market. However, open

innovation is not just about meth-
ods and techniques but it is also
about developing a different mind-
set which often requires changes
to the culture within your organi-
zation.

In the context of chemical indus-
try, Open Chemical Innovation has
been successfully applied for in-
stance within DSM and Chemelot
for a number of years.

The conference aimed to increase
understanding of the principles of
open innovation and help the par-
ticipants to gain an understanding
of the methods and tools that can
be used to accelerate innovation.

The conference setting also pro-
vided excellent opportunities to
interact with other people to share
ideas and experiences and to dis-
cover a potential for expanding
and accelerating open innovation
among business and regions.

For further information concerning
the conference, please contact
Bianca Moonen /
info@openchemicalinnovation.com
or visit the conference website at
www.openchemicalinnovation.com
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Open Innovations were dis-
cussed also at a conference
Jjointly organized by Chemelot
and the province of Limburg
at Chemelot Campus, Sittard-
Geleen, the Netherlands, on
18 November 2010


http://www.openchemicalinnovation.com
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Initiatives in Lombardy to support
SMEs to comply with REACH

Chemical sector is very important
for Italy, and particularly for the
Lombardy, where many of the
chemical companies are located.
Among European chemical regions,
Lombardy is the first in terms of
companies, and the second in
terms of employees, thanks to the
wide net of SMEs located in the
region. Lombardy was the first re-
gion in Italy to recognise the re-
gional law on competitiveness for
enterprises and territory and the
European legislation as a great op-
portunity to promote sustainable
development among enterprises,
enhancing security and safety also
for the final users.

In line with goals of improving the
protection of health and environ-
ment from the risks of chemicals
while enhancing the competitive-
ness of the EU chemical industry,
the REACH regulation (registration,
evaluation, authorisation and re-
striction of chemical substances)
was implemented in the EU in
2007. In order to support SMEs to
comply with REACH and to en-
hance competitiveness of the en-
tire sector, the DG Industry,
Handicraft, Building and Coopera-
tion of Lombardy Region launched
a call for applications in 2009 for
co-financing expenditures for pro-
jects to improve knowledge on and
the management of REACH.

SMEs that completed the REACH
pre-registration procedures and
fulfilled obligations on work safety
and security were eligible for the
call and could apply for financial

contribution for training or service
initiatives. These included courses
on topics such as REACH regula-
tion, product safety legislation, use
of IT in managing relations with
authorities, transmission of infor-
mation, updating of safety data,
and evaluating exposure scenarios.
Also included were services aimed
at enhancing communication with
national and European authorities,
as well as suppliers and users, par-
ticularly in relation to the Sub-
stance Information Exchange Fo-
rum (SIEF), and services dealing
with characterization of substances,
or REACH-related research.

The initiative was a great success
and the call was re-opened with
two different phases of financing,
the first of which ended in October
2009 and the second in July 2010,
registering a total of 252 founded
enterprises for an amount of more
than 2 million Euros.

However, the work continues, as
both the REACH regulation and the
regional law could be improved to
better respond to the needs of
SMEs. Indeed, the Commission in-
tends to review the scope of REACH
to avoid overlaps with other EU
provisions. Furthermore, the re-
gional law should be aligned with
the principles of the “Small Busi-
ness Act” to improve the overall
approach to entrepreneurship. This
is one of Lombardy’s priorities, as
the region continues to play a cen-
tral role in collecting input and
feedback from enterprises of
chemical sector.

RegioneLombardia

The Lombardy region has
had great experiences with
initiatives aimed at support-
ing SMEs to align and adapt
to REACH.

Support and funding was
offered to SMEs to organize
training and services related
to REACH. The work now
continues by ensuring that
regional law and framework
conditions are aligned to
support entrepreneurship.
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New Industrial Policy to Boost
Europe’s Competitiveness

The Communication on "An inte-
grated industrial policy for the
globalisation era", adopted by the
European Commission on 28 Octo-
ber, places industry at centre
stage to enhance Europe’s position
as a global economic leader. The
policy aims to maintain a strong,
diversified, sustainable and com-
petitive industrial base in Europe.

Commissioner Tajani (Industry
and Entrepreneurship) said that
“Europe needs industry and indus-
try needs Europe”, as it contrib-
utes to “finding solutions to the
challenges of our society, today
and in the future”. Industry plays
a key role in meeting the Europe
2020 goals, as Vs of European pri-
vate sector jobs are in industry,
and another Y4 depend on it ei-
ther as a supplier or a client. In-
dustry also creates new jobs.
Moreover, majority of private sec-
tor R&D is done in industry, mak-
ing it a driver of innovation.

As part of the Europe 2020 strat-
egy, the policy aligned with other
flagship initiatives such as
"Innovation Union", "New Skills for
New Jobs", and "Resource Efficient
Europe". The Communication sets
a framework for a modern indus-
trial policy to support entrepre-
neurship, help industry adjust to
new challenges, and boost the
competitiveness of Europe. Both
broad horizontal measures and
targeted actions for specific indus-
tries are proposed.

The policy aims to improve the
framework conditions for Euro-

pean industry and enhance re-
source efficiency, sustainability,
and innovation. It addresses the
entire value chain from infrastruc-
ture and raw materials to after-
sales service.

Support for SMEs is cited as a cen-
tral element in strengthening com-
petitiveness. Other issues to be
addressed on a European level in-
clude the innovation gap between
Member States and energy effi-
ciency. However, while the impor-
tance of a coordinated approach on
the EU level is highlighted, many
of the policy instruments are to be
implemented on national level. The
success of EU industry thus criti-
cally depends on national action.
Member States are encouraged to
adopt strategies and action plans
for greening existing industries
and boosting eco-industries.

Ten key actions are listed for en-
hancing competitiveness, such as
strengthening European standardi-
zation, and improving the trans-
port, energy and communication
infrastructure. Furthermore, as
smarter regulation can significantly
cut costs and enhance efficiency
and competitiveness of businesses,
the Commission proposes
“competitiveness proofing” and
“fitness checks” of new and exist-
ing legislation.

Moreover, the creation, growth
and internationalization of SMEs
will be supported with enhanced
access to credit. Sector-specific
innovation performance will be im-
proved with actions targeted for
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The European Commission
outlines the strategic agenda
for the new industrial policy
in its communication “An
integrated industrial policy
for the globalisation era”,
adopted 28 October.

The industry is placed at a
central role in speeding up
the recovery and growth of
the European economy after
crisis. The commission out-

lines a set of measures to
improve the framework con-
ditions in order to boost com-
petitiveness.
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instance for advanced manufactur-
ing technologies, bio-fuels, and
transport. Innovations are encour-
aged in energy-intensive industries
through promotion of clusters and
improved framework conditions.
Additionally, a new space policy
will be pursued, and sustainability
will be enhanced with a new strat-
egy on supply and management of
raw materials. The Commission
will monitor progress by reporting
on European and Member State’s
competitiveness on an annual basis
and encourage sharing of best
practices.

The chemical industry welcomed
the new policy approach and was
pleased to see industry placed at

centre stage in enhancing Europe’s
competitiveness. Particularly the
actions on smarter legislation and
support for innovation and SMEs
were appreciated, as they contrib-
ute to enhanced competitiveness of
the sector in global markets. CEFIC
now calls for concrete action, better
coordination between public and
private sectors, and fast imple-
mentation of the initiatives, as they
could boost growth and employ-
ment in the European chemical in-
dustry.

More Information:
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/poli
cies/industrial-
competitiveness/industrial-
policy/index en.htm

Commission’s "Energy 2020"” Strategy

On 10 November, Commissioner
Oettinger presented the Commis-
sion’s Communication on new en-
ergy strategy for competitive, sus-
tainable and secure energy. He
emphasized the need for a unified
European approach in order to de-
velop an efficient, competitive and
low-carbon EU economy. The
strategy sets out priorities and ac-
tions to tackle the challenges of
saving energy, achieving a market
with competitive prizes and secure
supplies, boosting technological
leadership, and effective interna-
tional relationships. The Commu-
nication forms the basis to con-
crete legislative initiatives and
proposals that the Commission will
introduce within the next 18
months.

Five top priorities are identified,
including energy efficiency, inte-
grated European energy market,

safety, security and consumer em-
powerment, leadership in energy
technology and innovation, and
strengthening the external dimen-
sion of the EU energy market. For
instance, in the industrial sector,
increased use of energy efficiency
certificates is proposed to incentiv-
ise companies to invest in energy
efficient technology. The need for
better coordination of energy poli-
cies and improvements in the over-
all EU energy infrastructure is high-
lighted, and the Commission esti-
mates that investments of €1 trillion
are needed. Moreover, the promo-
tion of intelligent networks and
electricity storage, research on bio-
fuels and partnerships to promote
energy savings are called to im-
prove Europe’s competitiveness.

More information:
http://ec.europa.eu/enerqgy/strategi
es/2010/2020 en.htm

The chemical industry wel-
comed the policy outline, as
many of the proposed initia-
tives would contribute to
growth and competitiveness
of the European chemical
industry.

The Commission adopted a
Communication outlining the
key issues and priorities for
the new Energy 2020 strat-
egy, seeking to ensure a sus-
tainable and secure EU en-
ergy system.


http://ec.europa.eu/energy/strategies/2010/2020_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/strategies/2010/2020_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/index_en.htm
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Debate on Emission Targets

Continues -

“"Decarbonise’

In October, the EU's emissions
trading scheme (ETS) cap was re-
vised to accommodate new sectors
such as aluminium and petro-
chemicals. The new cap was set at
2.039 billion tonnes (vs. prior
1.927 billion tonnes), taking into
account the new post-2012 scope.

The ETS cap is based on the EU's
self-imposed legal obligation to cut
emissions by 20% by 2020. The EU
is now debating the option of rais-
ing the target to 30% as the Com-
mission and some Member States
no longer regard the current goal
as a sufficient incentive for compa-
nies to invest in low-carbon tech-
nologies, as the latest figures al-
ready indicate a 17% fall in the EU
emissions. However, the decision
on whether to raise the target has
been postponed to 2011. The Com-

EU wants to

"the Economy

mission, the Member States and
businesses continue to debate the
pros and cons of further reductions.
While opponents claim that further
reductions would have a negative
impact on European competitive-
ness against countries with less
stringent regulation, the supporters
believe they would boost innova-
tion, investment and job creation.

Furthermore, the Commission is
preparing a “Roadmap for a low
carbon economy 2050”, outlining a
strategy for reducing emissions. A
public consultation has been
opened for gathering views on how
to decarbonise the European econ-
omy. Comments should be submit-
ted by 8 December 2010.

Contributions can be submitted at:
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/consultat
ions/0005/index en.htm

New Directive on Industrial Emissions

On 8 November, the EU adopted
new, stricter legislation on indus-
trial emissions. The new Directive
on updates and merges seven
pieces of existing legislation on
reducing pollution, strengthening
the application of Best Available
Techniques (BAT) and revising the
minimum emission limits that ap-
ply to large combustion plants
across the EU. The Directive
makes sure that plants will reduce
their harmful emissions whilst pro-
viding sufficient flexibility guaran-
teeing the security of energy sup-

ply within the EU. The new rules
yield environmental and health
benefits, reduce administrative bur-
den and cut costs, and drive eco-
innovation.

The Directive strives to enhance en-
vironmental performance of the in-
dustry through continuous improve-
ment. Member States are also
asked to promote emerging tech-
niques. The new Directive includes a
number of mechanisms to enforce
compliance, including provisions re-
lated to emission monitoring, re-

Debate on addressing climate
change and reducing emissions
continues. In addition to the
ongoing discussions between
the EU bodies, the Member
States and interest groups, in-
put is now being gathered by
the Commission through a pub-
lic consultation on future strat-
egy to decarbonise the Euro-
pean economy.

The Council has voted to adopt
a new Directive on industrial
emissions, described as another
“milestone in industrial pollu-
tion control in the European

Union”. Stricter legislation
was proposed already in 2007,
and the Directive should enter
into force by the end of 2010.


http://ec.europa.eu/clima/consultations/0005/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/consultations/0005/index_en.htm
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porting, and inspections. Improve-
ments have also been made re-
garding public access to informa-
tion. The clearer implementation
requirements for Member States

The Directive will enter into force
before the end of 2010. Member
States will have 2 years to trans-
pose the Directive into their legisla-
tion and to start implementing the

will facilitate the Commission's task
of ensuring the full application of
the Directive.

new legislation.

Further information: http://
ec.europa.eu/environment/air/
pollutants/stationary/index.htm

Selection of Funding Calls

For more details, refer to the web-
sites listed in the table.

Below is a non-exhaustive selec-
tion of some recent calls for
European Funding Programmes of

potential relevance for the ECRN Please feel free to contact the

ECRN Secretariat in case of any

members.
suggestions or questions.
Call Funding
Identifier Call Title Scheme Eligibility Conditions Deadline Website
Minimum of 3 regional research-
driven clusters from at different EU
Memb?r States or Associated http://cordis.europa.eu/
Countries. Clusters must be com- fp7/dc/index.cfm?
posed of at least 3 types of legal - -
FP7- entities (research organizations, f u s e a ¢ -
REGIONS- business entities and regional/local| 9 December [tion=UserSite.CapacitiesDet
2011-1 Regions of Knowledge FP7 authorities) 2010 ailsCallPage&call id=338
Minimum of 3 independent partici- http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7
pating legal entities from different /dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=
FP7- countries, which finance or manage U s e r -
ERANET- publicly funded national or regional| 22 February [site.CooperationDetailsCall
2011-RTD ERA-NET Call 2011 FP7 programmes. 2011 Page&call id=312
NER300 | . L .
competi- Single organizations or consortia;
tion (DG innovative renewable energy and http://ec.europa.eu/clima/f
Climate |carbon capture and storage pro-| 9February |unding/ner300/index en.ht
NER 300 Call Action) [jects 2011 m
GE:L?::;:Tg All types and levels of education Deadlines
Comenius [2nd  vocational  education  and| jitfer for
Lifelong Learning Pro- | Leonardo [training, details differ for each sub-| every sub- |http://ec.europa.eu/educat
gramme (LLP) da Vinci |programme programme. |ion/llp/doc848 en.htm
Sub- Differs for the different parts of the di?fi?’ig?:;e
Entrepreneurship and pro- |Programme; e.g. companies, NGOs,|  gitferent |http://ec.europa.eu/cip/do
Innovation Programme | gramme |research  organisations,  public| partsofthe [cuments/work-
(EIP) of CIP  |authorities programme |programmes/index_en.htm
Projects have to involve partners
representing at least three coun-
INTERREG |trjes. Priority for projects related to
v “innovation and the knowledge
(European Yy w A
Regional eoonomy” or “environment and risk
Develop- prevention”. The full terms of
4th call for proposals for ment |reference will be published on the
INTERREG IV Fund) |programme website on 1 December| 1 April 2011 |http://i4c.eu/



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/pollutants/stationary/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/pollutants/stationary/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/pollutants/stationary/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/llp/doc848_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/llp/doc848_en.htm

Page 10 ECRN

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

European
Chemical Regions
Network

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

ECRN Inside
News

November/December 2010

ECRN Secretariat
Boulevard St.Michel 80
B-1040 Bruxelles

Register:
Amtsgericht Magdeburg 1995

Phone: +32 (0) 2 7410 947
Fax: +32 (0) 2 7410 927
E-mail: office@ecrn.net

Web: www.ecrn.net

ECRN Office in Brussels



